
Father “Dollar Bill” Hands 
Out Money to 

Homeless on Skid 
Row  

 For the homeless people living in Los Angeles' 
Skid Row, there's not much to hope for -- ex-
cept on Sundays.  

   That's when Father Maurice Chase, better known as Father Dol-
lar Bill, hands out thousands of dollars in cash to the people who 
need it most outside of the local Salvation Army. Some people 
receive single dollar bills, others receive $20s, and some receive 
as much as $100.  
   "The Lord tells me who needs it most," Chase told the LA Daily 
News. 
   Father Chase, now 90 years old, has spent every Sunday helping 
the people of Skid Row for more than 24 years, and estimates 
that he has given out more than $100,000 over the years. The 
money comes from his Skid Row Charities Fund, which has re-
ceived donations from celebrities including Barbara Streisand. 
   He was inspired on his mission by a long-ago encounter with 
Mother Theresa. "She told me, 'Touch the poor,'" Chase told the 
Daily News. "And, every Sunday, I touch the poor." 
   Although Chase is getting up there in years, he plans to continue 
doing his weekly meetings with the poor for as long as he possibly 
can. 
   "There's a greater joy in giving than receiving," he told NPR's 
Weekend Edition. "I'm just giving, giving, giving. I'm not bragging 
about it, I'm just telling you what makes me happier than any 
priest in the United States."   

11-Year-Old Creates Law to Help 
the Hungry 

                                        by Kathryn Hawkins.  
                                      Posted on January 17 2008 Filed under Heroes 

Because of a state law, Florida restaurants were wasting thousands of 
pounds of food that could otherwise be donated to hungry and homeless 
people. But that's about to change -- thanks to the work of 11-year-old 
Jack Davis. 
    
      Restaurant kitchens are full of delicious dishes – huge vats of spa-
ghetti in meat sauce, lasagnas, pizzas, loaves of bread, and so much 
more. Sure, the owners sell what they can to people like you and me, 
who’ll happily pay ten bucks for a plate of pasta – but in many U.S. 
states, including Florida, when the kitchen closes, everything that hasn’t 
been sold just gets tossed out with the trash.11-year-old Jack Davis was-
n’t a fan of the policy, which is due to a law stating that restaurants can 
be sued if the food makes anyone sick, no matter whether it is sold in the 
restaurant or simply given away.  
   “I thought it pretty disturbing to see pounds, pretty much, of food be-
ing thrown away every single day,” he told ABC News. So he decided to 
do something about it. 

   The young activist knew that if he could get rid 
of that pesky law, restaurants would be free to 
donate their leftover food to homeless shelters 
and other needy people. He asked his father to 
help him get the word out to Florida legislators, 
but Jack’s mother, Yasmin Davis, was doubtful 
that anything would come of it. 
   “I tried to protect him a little bit and said, ‘You 
know, chances are nothing is going to happen. 
These people get a lot a mail—a lot of e-mails—

and you are just an 11 year old,” she told ABC. 
   But to everyone’s surprise, State Senator Nan Rich fell in love with the 
idea – and was extremely impressed by its source.  
   “I was very excited to hear an 11-year-old would be doing something 
like this,” he said. “It’s exciting that he, at such a young age, will make 
such a big difference in the lives of a lot of people.” 
   Now, Jack’s bright idea is on the fast track to becoming a state law, 
which means that restaurants will be free to hand out their leftovers with 
no fear of lawsuits. Thanks to his work, thousands  
of hungry people around Florida will have access to delicious food that 
would otherwise be wasted. 
   And for someone so young, he’s got some great words of wisdom for 
the rest of us.  
   “If you think there’s a problem in the world,” Jack said, “you don’t wait 

for other people to fix it. You have to try to fix it yourself.”  
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A Frank  

Discussion  

About  

Addiction and 

the Streets                  
Israel Bayer 

                       July 13, 2009 

                PORTLAND,  OR  

   

   ñIt has come to my attention that 

some of your vendors are alcohol-

ics and drug addicts. If this is true, 

Iôm sorry to hear that. I was under 

the impression that buying your 

paper you were helping them. You 

maybe helping a few but not all and 

for that reason I will not buy your 

paper. You really should let the 

public know about the people that 

sell your papers and the problems 

they have. The money they make is 

going to there  addiction   and   not     

helping them.ò 

   Having an honest and open dis-

cussion about alcoholism and drug 

addiction is always hard, specifical-

ly in the context of  homelessness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

circumstance, the recession or 

an unforgiving health care sys-

tem. Some of the new faces of 

homelessness have been baffled 

at the idea of having to sell a 

street newspaper. 

    One vendor, possibly in his 

50s, recently told me he was 

terrified to sell Street Roots 

   humiliation it would bring. 

   He had grown up in Portland 

and worked most of his adult 

life here. ñWhat if I see people I 

used to work with or old high 

school friends? It will kill me on 

the inside if I see these people,ò 

he told me with a cringe. I had 

no logical answer for the man. 

   One vendor has been on the 

streets since he was 14 years 

old. Heôs now in his 20s. Last 

month a Portland Police officer 

came to Street Roots to talk to me  

about him. 

   The police officer told me the 

vendor had become a nuisance 

downtown and had apparently 

said something smarmy to a 

precinct commander while try-

ing to sell him a paper. We 

agreed that the vendor was out 

of line and that Street Roots 

would talk to him and let him 

know thatôs not OK. Itôs about 

respect. 

  What both the officer and I 

agreed on is that Street Roots 

shouldnôt give up on him. He 

could still go either way. Would 

it be a life of hard knocks, or 

will this young man go on to 

chase his dreams someday? 

Time will tell. 

   Everyone has a different story. 

Some have been abused both 

physically and sexually and 

their adult life has been spent 

lost at sea ï trying to capture 

some form of dignity they lost 

as a youth. 

   One vendor in his 20s has just 

come back from two tours in 

Afghanistan and is sleeping on 

the streets. You can see in his 

eyes that heôs dealing with 

things I can neither capture nor 

describe. 

   My point is, nothing is black 

or white  on the  streets; itôs just 

different shades of grey. So 

when we talk about addiction 

that Street Roots or Portlanders 

should judge this kind of behav-

ior? Depends. Should we seek to 

get people the help they need?  

Absolutely! 

   Street Roots is not a direct ser-

vice. We believe in helping peo-

ple help themselves ï both 

through  selling  the   newspaper 

and socialization  (relationships) 

and by providing individuals with 

the resources and knowledge that 

exist for people.   

See: www.rosecityresource.org 

   For some, Street Roots doesnôt 

work. It takes dedication and very 

hard work to day in and day out 

be at a specific location to sell the 

newspaper. We donôt allow peo-

ple to be aggressive and when 

they are, we work with vendors, 

business owners and readers to 

correct the problem. 

   We ask the vendors to be kind 

and courteous and treat people 

like they expect to be treated. We 

also ask that vendors do not use or 

drink while selling Street Roots. 

But we do not attempt to police 

their  behavior once  they are 

done selling the newspaper. 

   Should we? Itôs always been a 

tough question. The answer weôve 

always landed on is no, we 

shouldnôt punish a minority of 

vendors who may use some mon-

ey made from the sales of Street 

Roots for drugs or booze.  

Hereôs why: If a Street Root ven-

dor chooses to have a beer or 

smoke a joint after work, for ei-

ther leisurely or medicinal pur-

poses and is not on the streets 

because of their addiction, how 

does that make him or her any 

different than the average Port-

land? 

   Street  Roots  is  not  a  charity,  

but instead a method  of work to 

earn an income. Why is a home-

less person that works held to 

higher standards? We believe itôs 

because people donôt have a 

home. By default, drinking beer 

or wine is illegal. Does that make 

someone not worthy of working?  

We donôt think so. 

    Street Roots vendors and peo-

ple experiencing homelessness 

deal with the realities of the 

streets every day of their lives.  

   See ADDICTION pg 15 

Itôs even harder when an organi-

zation creates an alternative eco-

nomic engine for people living 

on the streets, like a  

street newspaper. 

    Selling Street Roots is hard. 

Thereôs no question that the in-

dividual sleeping under a bridge 

tonight or in a cheap motel, after 

selling Street Roots all day, has 

put in a hard dayôs work. 

Thereôs a lot of ways to make 

money on the streets,   and  sell-

ing Street Roots is an honest 

one. 

    Why do people experiencing 

homelessness and poverty ask 

for your dollar, specifically 

Street Roots vendors? The an-

swers are as colorful as the peo-

ple that walk through our door. 

The short answer is survival, but  

thereôs more. 

  Some  have  been  slammed  by  
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  To Those 
Who Believe- 

     No Proof is Necessary 

  For Those Who Donôt Believe- 

     No Proof is Possibleé. 
                             Stuart Chase 
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years on the streets in St. Louis, Ste-

venson came to Portland last year 

because his brother told him it would 

be a good place to get his life back 

together. 

 ñ(In Missouri) we donôt have a lot of 

things like they have here,ò says Ste-

venson, whoôs staying in the Salva-

tion Armyôs Harbor Light transitional 

shelter for veterans and taking classes 

in phlebotomy so he can find a job. 

ñYou get one shot and thatôs it, 

whether youôre a veteran or not.ò 

     The VA has a number of programs 

geared toward homeless veterans, 

though only one in four veterans on 

the streets has ever accessed them, 

according to the National Coalition 

for Homeless Veterans.  

   The Grant and Per Diem program 

pays outside organizations, such as 

the Salvation Army and Central City 

Concern, to provide case-managed 

transitional housing to about 150 vet-

erans in the Portland area. For long-

term housing, 70 people can use hous-

ing vouchers specifically for chroni-

cally homeless veterans, and three 

buildings run by the VA provide low-

income housing for up to 83 veterans 

who would otherwise be homeless. 

     Most of those programs have wait-

ing lists, which people can sometimes 

jump if theyôre judged to be extreme-

ly vulnerable. In the meantime, 

though, emergency shelters are 

packed, and some have been turned 

into transitional housing instead as 

the strategies for  addressing  

homelessness shift. 

     ñYou donôt want to put people 

in emergency shelter; you want to 

put them in permanent housing,ò 

Burroughs says. ñBut you need 

something in the interim to make 

that shift.ò                    

      ñA lot more people are end 

ing  up   on   the   street  as   the  

(places) that used to be emergency 

shelter have changed,ò adds VA 

social worker Keith Scheff.  

     The VAôs transitional lodging 

unit, where Burroughs spends 

most of his time, provides tempo-

rary emergency housing for 36 

See SHOCK pg 14 
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     Itôs a warm, still May after-

noon as people mill around a 

downtown shelter, and Tyrone 

Brown, a fiery Vietnam veteran 

with a baseball cap and greying 

goatee  is pissed off.  

    ñWe got this country free,ò he 

says, gesturing toward other veter-

ans who are staying in the Glisan 

Street Shelter or, like him, waiting 

for a space in it. ñWhat are we 

doing being homeless?ò 

     Veterans have long been a 

large segment of the U.S. home-

less population. There are no per-

fect estimates of how many veter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ans are on the streets, but by sev-

eral accounts, the number is on  

the  rise   ð  especially  for  older  

Veterans like Brown.  

     The Department of Veteranôs 

Affairs estimates that there are 

2,042 veterans experiencing 

homelessness on any given night 

in the Portland service area, which 

includes Vancouver. Thatôs up 

from 1,790 in 2006.  

     Portlandôs One Night Street 

Count, which surveys people who 

were homeless on a given night in 

January, found 192 veterans this 

year compared with 108 in 2007. 

The jump far outpaces the increase 

in the overall street  count,   which   

only   grew   by  

about 10 percent. 

     Though some of those new to 

the streets are younger veterans 

recently   returned   from   Iraq   or  

     SHOCKWAVES 
                                     (Street Roots, USA) 

                                        Mara Grunbaum 

Afghanistan, the vast majority are 45 

and older. Roughly   a  quarter  said   

theyôd   been   homeless   for  less 

than one year. Older veterans were 

becoming new to the streets. 

     John Means of Central City Con-

cernôs Homeless Veterans Reintegra-

tion Project says, their employment 

program is seeing more and more 

clients who are new to the streets. 

Two years ago, Means says, most of 

their clients were veterans consid-

ered chronically homeless, and 

theyôd see the same people come 

back multiple times.  

     ñOver the last year, maybe year 

and a half, newer people have come 

in,ò Means says. ñNow weôre getting 

a lot of people (who are) six months, 

seven months,  

eight months homeless.ò 

     For Larry, a 48-year-old Marine 

Corps veteran who didnôt want his 

last name used, construction work 

dried up. Then he was laid off from a 

factory job. He recently found work 

picking up trash at the waterfront for 

the Rose Festival, but he was fired 

when his employer ran a background 

check and found a 20-year-old felony  

assalt conviction. 

     ñEvidently thereôs a problem 

picking up trash at the Rose Festival 

for felons,ò Larry said. ñItôs never 

gotten in my way at all, but now with 

the economy the way it is, people are 

pickier.ò 

    Thatôs the case all over, says Matt 

Burroughs, the Portland VAôs direc-

tor of homeless services. A crucial 

component of the VAôs transitional 

lodging program is helping veterans 

secure an income, but now, Bur-

roughs says, itôs hard to send people 

to ñeven  

the lowest-grade job.ò 

     Larry has been staying at the Glis-

an Street Shelter for three months 

while he looks for other jobs. 

Though he cites the economy as his 

main predicament, he says there 

must be a reason veterans become 

homeless in such great numbers. 

     ñThereôs something about being 

in the military,ò he says. ñI donôt  

know what it is.ò 

     David Boling, a tall, softspoken 62

-year-old, served in Vietnam from 

1969ï74. He worked as a welder and 

a machinist for many years but retired 

after injuring his back in 1997.  

Heôs staying at the Glisan Street Shel-

ter while  he waits to move into an 

apartment  in Vancouver. 

     Boling says heôs had post-

traumatic stress disorder and other 

mental health issues since returning 

from the war, but they became espe-

cially acute after he stopped working. 

   ñI buried it for 30 years,ò he says. 

ñIt is coming back on me... it just 

came back in the last two years, all 

those memories.ò Boling is now on 

medication for bipolar disorder and 

sees a VA counselor  for his PTSD. 

     Burroughs says many veterans find 

their situation changing as they age. 

They may retire, lose a spouse to 

death or divorce, or watch their chil-

dren move out. With fewer distrac-

tions and a weaker support network, 

emotional trauma can seep to the 

surface.  

   Watching the wars in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan has also been an aggravat-

ing factor for older veterans, says Dr. 

Jim Sardo, a clinical psychologist 

who manages PTSD and substance    

abuse     treatment    at the   VA.  

     ñAs our Vietnam veterans are 

watching this war on TV look more 

and more like the war they were in, in 

terms of it being kind of an occupa-

tion against an insurgency, more and 

more of them are kind of getting trig-

gered by that,ò Sardo says. 

     Several of the veterans in the VAôs 

transitional lodging unit say PTSD 

contributed to their homelessness, 

according to Burroughs. Others may 

use drugs or alcohol to quell mental 

chaos, only to have substance abuse 

land them on the streets. 

     Fifty-four year old James Steven-

son served domestically in the Marine 

Corps from 1972-74. He never saw 

combat, but he did pick up a hard 

drug habit while he was enlisted. 

Once he left the service, he went back 

to school and worked for a time, but 

he turned back to drugs several years 

later, and ñit was a downhill spiral  

from there.ò 

     After prison time for robbery and 8  
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living from day to day, trying 

to survive, and I wound up 

meeting him," Chestnut told 

AFP at the couple's wedding, 

held in the tiny chapel of 

Grace Episcopal Church in 

Washington's Georgetown 

neighborhood. "Something 

clicked, the chemistry was 

there," said the bride, dressed 

in a flowing white ensemble 

with a pink flower. 

  "We've been together ever 

since. That was nine years 

ago. He was outside. It kind of 

clicked because we were in 

kind of the same situation. We 

started hanging out with each 

other, talking," she said. 

     The two also frequented a 

Bible study and meal program 

run by Grace Episcopal 

Church on Saturdays. It was 

there, a few months ago, that 

White, 28, revealed to a pa-

rishioner how much he wished 

he could afford to marry the 

woman who had brought light 

into his life on the streets. 

     "Everyone at the church 

feels strongly that you don't 

need to have money to get 

married," said Margaret Da-

vis. "In good Grace church 

congregation fashion, every-

one got behind the idea: one 

person managed flowers, I 

helped with the wedding rings, 

one woman made the cake, 

someone helped with the tux 

and someone else with the 

bride's gown," she said. An-

other churchgoer paid for a 

two-night honeymoon stay at 

the Key Bridge Marriott Hotel 

across the Potomac River in 

Virginia. 

     For Pastor John Graham, 

marrying White and Chestnut 

was a first, but in many other 

ways, it was just like marry-

ingany other couple. "It's the  

same occasion for joy, the 

bride and groom are extremely 

nervous, and so am I," he told 

AFP. "The difference is, 

they're homeless." 
     After the service, the bride and 

groom posed for photos and, in 

the church annex where they 

gather on Saturdays for Bible 

study and a meal, they fed each 

other slices of chocolate layer 

cake. Cameras clicked and 

whirred, and as two of Washing-

ton's best jazz musicians played a 

smoochy version of "Take the A-

train," the couple had their first 

dance. 

   "This is beyond my wildest 

dreams. This is exactly how I 

wanted my wedding to be," said 

the bride. The couple's break 

from the streets, however, will be 

brief.  Soon, their dream wedding 

and honeymoon will be just a 

memory as they face the very real 

battle to survive on the mean 

streets of Washington, where 

White says: "You have to sleep 

with one eye open."  

     Now that he's married his true 

love, White longs for nothing 

more than a roof over their heads, 

a place they can call home, where 

they can "cook pork chops and 

rice for ourselves," he told AFP.  

And having pulled off the miracle 

nuptials, Grace Church parishion-

ers are working on the next steps 

of building a future for the cou-

ple: looking for affordable hous-

ing, money to pay a security de-

posit and a few bits and pieces to 

allow them to set up house to-

gether.  

   "There is a certain element of 

urgency to this," said Davis. 

"Love will get them through so 

much, but at the end of the day 

they do need housing," she said. 
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Ten Things You 

Need to Know 

to Live on the 

Streets  
  This article appeared in 

the August 3, 2009 edition 

of       

            The Nation. 
            July 15, 2009 

Picture the Homeless, a 
social justice organization found-

ed and led by homeless people in 

New York City, has joined The 

Nation to come up with a list of 

things you need to know to live 

on the street--and ways we can all 

build movements to challenge the 

stigma of homelessness and put 

forward an alternative vision of 

community. 

 1 Be prepared to be blamed for 

your circumstances, no matter 

how much they may be beyond 

your control. Think of ways to 

disabuse the public of common 

misconceptions. Don't internalize 

cruelty or condescension. Let go 

of your pride--but hold on to your 

dignity.  

 2 There is no private space to 

which you may retreat. You are 

on display 24/7. Learn to travel 

light. Store valuables in a safe 

place, only carrying around what 

you really need: ID and docu-

ments for accessing services, a 

pen, etc. You can check e-mail 

and read at the library. You can 

get a post office box for a fee or 

use general delivery (free).  

     3 Learn the best bathroom 
options, where you won't be 

rushed, turned away or harassed. 

Find restrooms where it's clean 

enough to put your stuff down, 

the stalls are big enough to 

change in and there's hot water 

so you can wash up.   

 4 It's difficult to have much 

control over when, where and 

what you eat, so learn soup 

kitchen schedules and menus. 

Carry with you nuts, peanut but-

ter or other foods high in protein.  

        See KNOW pg 15  
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Bride Nhiahni Chestnut wipes 

away tears as she stands on the 

altar with her groom Dante White 

during é  
  

WASHINGTON (AFP) ï The 

groom wore a black tuxedo, a 

damask-rose pink waistcoat and 

tie, and an ear-to-ear smile. He 

picked out his wedding outfit at a 

mall in Virginia -- his first time 

ever in one of the sprawling shop-

ping centers that are monuments 

to consumerism in the suburban 

landscape across the United 

States. 

     During his 14 years living 

homeless on the streets of Wash-

ington, Dante White, 28, never 

realized that so much opulence 

existed. Nor had he had much 

luck in love in his life, having 

been thrown out of his mother's 

home when he was just 14. 

     Last week, White married Nhi-

ahni Chestnut, 39, a woman 

whose battles with drugs and al-

cohol had left her on the streets of 

the US capital as well. Both are 

unemployed. "I was basically  

US Homeless 

Couple Marry 

in Dream  

Wedding 
by Karin Zeitvogel  

http://news.yahoo.com/nphotos/Grace-Episcopal-Church/photo/090507/photos_lf_afp/55e538475eecdd03b4ec08cb7178a8a1/s:/afp/20090507/lf_afp/lifestyleushomelessmarriagehousing
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20090803
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20090803
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20090803
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20090803
http://picturethehomeless.org
http://usps.com/receive/businesssolutions/poboxservice.htm
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“A Voice 

in the      

Streets” 
April Dudash 
July 13, 2009 

 

SANTA MONICA, USA - Three 

men with three difficult pasts 

stand in the streets. One man 

didnôt have enough money to pay 

rent, and he couldnôt afford to 

find a place to sleep at night. The 

other struggled to find housing 

while he received money for his 

disability, but it wasnôt enough to 

get by. The third man has been 

homeless for nearly five years. 

He had gotten in a terrible acci-

dent on his Harley, tore up his 

shoulder and destroyed his abil-

ity  to find decent work. 

   Despite having different sto-

ries, these men all share a similar 

struggle with homelessness, and 

they have all found work as ven-

dors selling street newspapers.  

   Street newspapers, or newspa-

pers that provide an income for 

the homeless and spread aware-

ness of homelessness, are becom-

ing increasingly popular in the 

U.S. The papers publish articles, 

poetry and advice, and vendors 

who are homeless or formerly 

homeless make a profit by selling 

them in the streets. 

    ñIôm not homeless no more,ò 

said vendor Carlos Valdez, who 

works for the Denver VOICE. ñI 

feel like I can contribute because 

theyôve done a lot for me.ò 

   Staff members of street papers 

hope to provide opportunities and 

resources to vendors so they can 

find housing and an income. Dale 

Harbour, a 52-year-old vendor 

with the Denver VOICE, has been 

homeless for about five years af-

ter losing his job due to injuries 

from a motorcycle accident.  

 ñI do well enough to get by for 

now,ò Harbour said. ñI feel some-

where Iôve got to keep going, and 

itôs a day-by-day thing most of 

the time.  Eventually,  Iôll  recover  

from it all.ò 

    Street newspapers generally 

rely on subscriptions, grants or 

donations to keep publishing. At a 

majority of the papers, vendors 

pay 25 cents for an issue and sell 

it for $1. They keep what they 

earn.  

   Despite the struggling U.S. 

economy, street newspapers have 

been thriving. The number of pa-

pers sold has increased across the 

nation.  

   ñItôs been pretty astonishing, 

really,ò said Greg Flannery, editor 

of Streetvibes in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

ñWeôve sold out two months in a 

row and had to increase our print 

run. Itôs really unusual in that a 

lot of newspapers are going out of  

Business right now.ò 

   A year ago, Flannery said they 

printed 5,000 copies of 

Streetvibes per month and sold 

out of papers. Now, they have 

increased their print run to 7,000 

papers.  

   ñA lot of the success in the pa-

per is due to generosity. People 

know the vendors are homeless,ò 

he said. ñThey buy the paper 

just as an act of kindness. Iôm 

hoping that people are now 

starting to buy the paper be-

cause they want  

to read it.ò 

     Flanneryôs 28 years of jour-

nalism experience has shaped 

Streetvibes into a publication 

that focuses on civil rights and 

pinpoints poverty issues and 

success stories. 

     ñThis little street newspaper 

put out by a small nonprofit 

exemplifies what I think jour-

nalism is really about, telling 

the stories of everyday people 

and their struggles and their 

successes in a world that can 

often be very cruel,ò Flannery 

said.  

     The paper has published 

stories that reveal the exploita-

tion of Puerto Rican workers 

when they arrive to Cincinnati 

as well as the city councilôs 

motives to drive homeless peo-

ple out of the downtown area.  

   ñWhen youôve got nothing at 

all and youôre desperate just to 

survive, it can be a pretty cruel 

world,ò Flannery said, 

ñespecially in Cincinnati.ò  

     Other newspapers are also 

triumphing during the econom-

ic crisis. Vendors of the Den-

ver VOICE sold 3,000 news-

papers in January, and they 

were selling up to 16,000 only 

three months later.  

     ñOur vendor numbers have 

gone up, and I think thatôs a 

direct correlation to the econo-

my,ò said Gretchen Crowe, 

vendor program director for 

the Denver VOICE. They have 

about 175 vendors selling the  

paper each month. 

   Street Speech in Columbus, 

Ohio, was selling about 600 

papers in August 2008. Now, 

the paper is selling around 

4,000 copies per month, said 

Shea Davis, AmeriCorps 

VISTA and Street Speech co-

ordinator.  

   ñMost of them (the homeless 

vendors) really believe in the 

mission of the paper and they 

want to get the word out,ò Davis 

said. ñTheyôre happy to feel that 

they have a voice in the media 

and that they have a way to share 

their stories.ò 

     Street Speech has given the 

homeless new opportunities, 

such as jobs in the community. 

Davis said a local restaurant was 

hiring, and the owner decided to 

employ one of their vendors. 

     ñThe owner had seen him 

standing out there in terrible 

weather,ò she said. ñHe just saw 

his perseverance and dedication 

and work ethic and realized  he  

would  be a great  

employee to have.ò 

     All of these street newspapers 

are members of the North Amer-

ican Street Newspaper Associa-

tion, an organization that sup-

ports self-sustaining street news-

papers around the country. 

About 25 U.S. street papers are 

members of the organization.  

     ñThe news, the information 

that is being covered by our pa-

pers, is not being covered by 

other media outlets,ò said Andy 

Freeze, NASNA executive direc-

tor. 

     Street newspapers generally 

focus on poverty and homeless-

ness, Freeze said, whereas big 

media outlets tend to focus on 

these issues only when triggered 

by a larger event. 

     The content and location of a 

newspaper can also affect the 

amount of papers sold. 

ñIf you have a quality product, 

people will buy a quality prod-

uct,ò Freeze said. ñWhat makes 

some cities more successful than 

others is a large downtown and a 

large walking population,ò 

     The business model of street 

newspapers, by allowing the 

homeless or formerly homeless 

to sell papers, makes people feel 

ñempowered,ò    ñThey are their   

own   boss,ò   he    said. 

 Freeze explained. ñThey can 

choose their own hours.ò      

Other  papers  have  a different  

                See VOICE  pg.  12 
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  It is only imperfection that complains of what is 

imperfect. The more perfect we are, the more gentle 

and quiet we become toward the defects of others.   
Francois de Fenelon 
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   When  I was 

A child I had 

nightmares of 

being in the 

back seat of  

our old Chevy 

station wagon. 

Growing up, 

we had great 

times in that 

car as a fami-

ly, but when I 

was dreaming     

the car 

seemed to be 

out of control.  

     It seems the dreams started when I was seven or eight years 

old but continued on into my teens, even my twenties at times. 

I didnôt have these nightmares often but when I did it left me 

feeling helpless. In my dream I remember always being in the 

back seat with no one else in the car. The car appeared to be 

going down a steep hill and I felt as if it was going to slam into 

a wall or tree if I didnôt do something. But no matter how hard 

I tried I could not make it up to the front seat. So the dreams 

continued.  

     I grew up with my mother, sister and brother. We were not 

wealthy but mom always made sure we had enough. I loved 

sports, art, music, etc. In fact I aspired to be a baseball player, 

artist or architect. As a young man things seemed to be heading 

in that direction, but when I became a teenager there was a new 

world available. Still, I had the dreams from time to time. 

     Attending bigger schools with more choices, having access 

to a car took my friends and I far away where anything could 

happen. As a child I swore I would never drink alcohol because 

my dad was an alcoholic. When he drank, he became someone 

else, neglectful, angry, abusive, distant. 

     Although I swore, I would never drink by the age of 13 I 

was drinking with my friends. For some reason I believed I was 

different from my father and would never allow alcohol to 

change me. By the age of 14 marijuana came into our circle. I 

resisted for about a year because I had seen what it did to some 

of my family and friends. Then one day I tried just a little. A 

little was too much! 

     After that, the flood gates were open and I was drinking and 

getting high at parties or even by myself. I slowly began to lose 

my desire to play sports, draw, paint, all of my childhood 

dreams seemed to be of less importance until finally I quit the 

high school baseball team, dropped out of school and began 

working menial jobs just to 

get by. The dreams increased. 

     I met the love of my life at 

21 and we had a little girl. 

Before our childôs birth we 

both drank together. Howev-

er, after the baby my wife 

decided our daughter was top 

priority. I continued to move 

in the wrong direction. Grad-

ually my life turned away 

from my family and toward 

others who partied. I had little 

or not any direction. Holding 

a job became very difficult. I 

began selling pot or stealing 

for money to get high.  

     It wasnôt long after that I 

was getting into trouble with 

the law. Finally, it led to me 

being incarcerated for a while 

to wake me up. My irrespon-

sibility and selfishness caught 

up with me. 

     The dreams moved into 

my waking hours at times and 

I couldnôt seem to grab the 

steering wheel, find the brake 

or even sit up in the seat. 

     I remember laying in a 

tiny jail cell praying, ñGod 

either kill me or fix me!ò 

Nothing happened over night. 

I continued to have the 

dreams, when awake my 

heart would beat so rapidly I 

thought it was going to ex-

plode. I had lied to my family 

so much they could not trust 

me. 

     I remember watching a 

Billy Graham Crusade when I 

was eight years old and I fell 

to my knees and asked God to 

forgive me. Twenty years 

later here I was again on my 

knees begging for forgiveness 

and help. Slowly I felt more 

and more peace, forgiveness 

and confidence. I went back 

to school, then college. 

     The Lord led me to fellow 

believers and we encouraged 

each other in Godôs promises 

found in the Bible.  

     I remember a Christmas 

being locked up and it was the 

best I had ever experience. For 

the first time I knew the true 

meaning of why we celebrate 

Christmas any way. Because 

God came to us, when we 

couldnôt get to Him. 

     After my release I was 

ready to be a real husband, 

father and servant of the Most 

High God. But it only hap-

pened because God drew 

me close through His word, a 

great church family and a per-

sonal relationship with Him in 

which I could share my victo-

ries, failures, ups and downs. 

God has remained faithful. 

     I continued my studies, 

working, etc., I met two gen-

tlemen that spoke of a mission 

outreach to those in need. I 

was attending the U of U ma-

joring in counseling, but my 

heart was in ministering to 

individuals that had been 

through similar experiences to 

mine. They invited me to visit 

the Salt Lake City Mission 

and it grew on me quickly. My 

heart made a connecting with 

the people and I started pray-

ing for everyone I could think 

of at the mission. A year later 

I joined the staff as the Pro-

gram Director. Iôve enjoyed 

being here the last 10 years, 

through many challenges, 

great victories and great tests 

of faith 

     By the way, the nightmares 

stopped when I let Jesus drive 

the car. 
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MY ADDICTION 
 

Many     people     wondered 

Why    I     never    told 

Just  woke  up one  morning 

Headed  out  into  the  cold. 

Never   once  did   I    speak 

Never    once   did    I   write 

I   couldn’t   keep   on going 

So   I   left   without  a  fight  

I   can’t   explain   what    it  

is   that   happened 

At times I just feel the need to 

run 

I don’t know what is  wrong 

But I know my fight has only 

just begun. 

I never truly wanted to leave 

you 

Never once did I really know 

Of the pain that’s so deep in-

side 

That’s why I found it the time 

to go. 

The   pain     I    feel    inside 

Someday’s    is     hard     to  

withstand 

I    know   I can’t   keep   on  

running 

Its time to stop and just stand. 

Continually I’m fighting these 

feelings 

I   don’t   know  if  they  will  

ever mend 

But running away from them 

I know that I’ll never reach 

the end. 

By Frank Mearns 

 

Frank has been a vendor for 

two months and is orginally 

from Ireland. He also plays on 

the DC Street Soccer Team 

  Your Blessings  

   Are So Many,    

   Lord! 

Your blessings are so many, 

Lord, 

  To count them one by one 

 Would take much longer than 

a day 

That has just now begun! 

You fill each day with mira-

cles 

From dawn to setting sun. 

Each night You hear a million 

prayers 

When day's work is done. 

 You keep this old world spin-

ning 

   As seasons come and go, 

And each one is a  

masterpiece 

  That sets our hearts aglow. 

  You fill the earth with beauty, 

Lord, 

With flowers, shrubs and trees, 

  And we marvel at Your rain-

bows 

And butterflies and bees. 

Your words still give us com-

fort 

For Your promises are 

true. 

Your blessings are so 

many, Lord, 

   In everything we do! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

STREET LIFE 
by William L. Richardson 

 

Walking the streets from 

dawn to dust 

Survival of the fittest is a 

must 

Tryin’ to find something 

to eat 

Looking for some place to 

sleep 

This is sure enough a  

reality 

When you’re living in the 

streets. 

Brotherman  brotherman 

can you spare a dime 

This brings tears to my 

eyes 

I prefer to give you a hand 

up 

Not a hand out 

But a hand out to pull you 

up 

It’s a must in this day and 

time 

Showing some love is not 

crime 

But first you have to be in 

the right 

Frame of mind. 

Showing agape love is a 

must 

What does that mean we 

shall discuss 

Agape love is a Godly kind 

of love, to love in spite of 

Not because of. 

It’s a goal to reach in this 

day we live in. 

Back to the streets  

struggling and straining 

To make ends meet 
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The government is a lot 

of help 

This help you got to get 

for yourself 
Nobody is going to do it 

for you.  So get off your 

butt and move. 

Getting back on my feet 

That’s the goal I’m trying 

to meet 

And getting out of this 

nightmarish dream that 

Somehow became a  

reality 

And live the American 

Dream 

Money in the bank, a 

house by the lake 

A truck and a car, wife 

and kids. 

That’s my dream and my 

goal 

That’s all I got to hold on 

to 

One day it will come true 

 

One day it will come true. 
 

One day it will come true. 
William L. Richardson 
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City Aids 

Homeless With 

One-Way  

Tickets Home  
  By JULIE BOSMAN July 28, 2009  

   They are flown to Paris 

($6,332), Orlando ($858.40), 

Johannesburg ($2,550.70), or 

most frequently, San Juan 

($484.20). Skip to next para-

graphThey are not execu-

tives on business trips or 

couples on honeymoons. 

Rather, all are families who 

have ended up homeless, and 

all the plane tickets are cour-

tesy of the city of New York 

(one-way). 

   The Bloomberg admin-

istration, which has strug-

gled with a seemingly intrac-

table problem of homeless-

ness for years, has paid for 

more than 550 families to 

leave the city since 2007, as 

a way of keeping them out of 

the expensive shelter system, 

which costs $36,000 a year 

per family. All it takes is for 

a relative elsewhere to agree 

to take the family in. 

   Many of them are longtime 

New Yorkers who have 

come upon hard times, arrive 

at the shelterôs doorstep and 

jump at the offer to move at no 

cost. Others are recent arrivals 

who are happy to return home 

after becoming discouraged by 

the cityôs noise, the mazelike 

subway, the difficult job mar-

ket or the high cost of housing.  

   ñI didnôt expect the city to be 

the way it is,ò said Hector Cor-

rea, who was in a homeless 

shelter last week and flew 

home to Puerto Rico on Tues-

day. ñI was expecting some-

thing different, something bet-

ter.ò  

   Mr. Correa and his compan-

ion, Elisabeth Mojica, and their 

two young sons, both also 

named Hector, arrived in New 

York in May to live with his 

mother. But after they failed to 

find jobs and the bills began to 

mount, his mother threatened 

to kick them out. Out of cash, 

they checked into the city in-

take center for homeless fami-

lies in the Bronx. 

   ñThe person I spoke to in the 

shelter informed me that if I 

have a person I could stay with 

in Puerto Rico, that I could get 

help to go,ò said Mr. Correa, 

who worked as a mechanic in 

Carolina, on the north shore of 

the island. They will stay with 

Ms. Mojicaôs father. ñI feel 

very happy because Iôm going 

to be able to get back to do the 

things that I know how to do,ò 

he said.  

   At the intake center, social 

workers ask families about 

their housing options in other 

places. If a family says that 

they have relatives who might 

be willing to take them in, and 

social workers confirm their 

report, the family could be on a 

plane, bus or train within 

hours, although the city will 

sometimes wait a few days to 

avoid the expense of last-

minute fares. The Correas 

flew to San Juan for less than 

$1,000.  

   The city, which spends 

$500,000 a year on the pro-

gram, employs a local travel 

agency, Austin Travel, to 

book one-way tickets for do-

mestic trips. Department of 

Homeless Services employees 

do all the planning for interna-

tional travel.  

   City officials said there were 

no limits on where a family 

can be sent, and families can 

reject the offer and stay in city 

shelters. So far, families have 

been sent to 24 states and 5 

continents, most often to Puer-

to Rico, Florida, Georgia and 

the Carolinas.  

   ñWe want to divert as many 

families as we can that need 

assistance,ò said Vida Chavez-

Downes, the director of the 

Resource Room, a city office 

with 11 social workers, two 

managers and an administra-

tive assistant who help relo-

cate families. ñWe have paid 

for visas, weôve gone down to 

the consulate, weôve provided 

letters, weôve paid for pass-

ports for people to go. Anyone 

who comes through our door.ò  

   One family with 10 children 

accepted an offer to go to 

Puerto Rico on a nonstop Jet-

Blue flight. An adventurous 

but ultimately unlucky Michi-

gan couple drove to the city in 

search of jobs and a new life. 

They got $400 in gas cards to 

drive back. 

   One set of parents agreed to 

move to France with their 

three children to be with the 

motherôs family. The $6,332 

travel cost included five plane 

tickets to Paris and five train 

tickets to the town of Gran-

ville, in the northwest. 

   In the past, the city contract-

ed with the Salvation Army for 

a now-defunct program called 

Homeward Bound, but only for 

single adults and couples, not 

families with children. Both 

versions followed the example 

of Travelers Aid, a 150-year-

old nonprofit organization that 

provides stranded and home-

less people emergency aid so 

they could return to their 

homes, and which still exists 

today. Other cities have experi-

mented with similar programs, 

but they are largely focused on 

adults without children.  

   The Hawaii Legislature re-

cently rejected a plan to send 

homeless people on one-way 

flights to live with relatives on 

the mainland, because of the 

cost.  

   Once a family leaves New 

York, homeless services offi-

cials say they follow up with a 

phone call to make sure they 

arrive safely, then make a few 

more calls over the next two to 

three weeks. In rare cases, they 

will advance the family up to 

four monthsô rent, a one-month 

security deposit, a furniture 

allowance and a brokerôs fee.  

   City officials said that none 

of the families that have been 

relocated have returned to city 

shelters.  

   The program fails to address 

the underlying problems that 

brought the  families here in 

the first place, said Arnold S. 

Cohen, the president and chief 

executive of the Partnership for 

the Homeless, an advocacy 

group in New York. 

   ñThe city is engaged in cos-

metics,ò Mr. Cohen said. 

ñWhat weôre doing is passing 

the problem of homelessness to 

another city. Weôre taking peo-

ple from a shelter bed here to 

the living room couch of an-

other family.  

                  See CITY pg 10 
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What  

Happens at 

The Road 

Home? 
                Pam Cordray 

                   9/09/09 

 

      This is an interview I had 

with Ashley Farmer at The 

Road Home, she is the Volun-

teer Coordinator.  I ask her, 

ñWhat do people have to do to 

get into the shelter?ò  Ashley  

said, ñThe only requirement for 

families is that they have no 

where else to go.ò But for sin-

gle residents, men and women, 

they must call in and give their 

name and some other personal 

information to be put on the 

waiting list.ò 

     With families there is a cri-

sis shelter available. If they 

want to get a room they need to 

be put on a waiting list; itôs 

about a 6-8 week wait to get a 

room. The waiting time for 

singles is 7 to 10 days before 

they can get a bed. 

     Ashley said, ñThere are 

over 600 individuals staying at 

The Road Home right now. 

There are different programs 

depending on need. For in-

stance, the 90 day shelter has 

320 beds for the men.ò As for 

the women there are only 50 

beds. Ashley says, ñThere is 

not as much of a need for shel-

ter for women as there are for 

men.ò She also said, ñThe main 

reason for homelessness for 

women is domestic violence.ò 

     She says they have a much 

higher need for shelter for men. 

ñMost of the homelessness for 

men seems to come from them 

not having a support network, 

and most are classified as the 

working poor, so theyôre just 

not making enough to keep up 

with the rising cost of rent.ò 

She also says, ñThat most of 

the people who come into the 

90 day program, 90% of them 

leave within 30 days and they 

never see them again.ò 

     She said ñThe Road Home has 

a zero tolerance for drug and alco-

hol abuse. So any individual that 

is intoxicated in any way is sub-

ject to a 24 hour exit. They are 

given a breath test and even if 

they blow below the legal line 

they will be exited. Also, not fol-

lowing the guidelines of the shel-

ter will get them exited. But after 

that 24 hr period they can come 

back with a clean slate.ò 

     The longest a person is al-

lowed to stay at the shelter for one 

time is 90 days. But, Ashley says, 

ñIf they need to they can be put 

back on the waiting list and can 

come back in once a bed is availa-

ble again.ò 

     The single residents who stay 

in the shelter for 90 days are not 

case managed but do have access 

to services like their central intake 

and emergency assistance offices, 

which can refer them to work-

force services, get them bus to-

kens and if needed get documen-

tation for them for work.ò  They 

also have housing orientation 

once a week that they can go to if 

they would like housing assis-

tance. For the most part, she said, 

ñ90% of them leave within 30 

days and a 1/3rd of them leave 

within 2 weeks, not to be seen 

again. ñSo they just need a tempo-

rary place to stay.ò 

       I asked her, ñIf you donôt see 

them again, where do you think 

they go?ò She said, ñThey are 

typically waiting for a better job 

to come through or for an apart-

ment or they could be moving to 

another state.ò I asked her ñIf 

theyôre not being case managed 

how do you know what happens 

to these people?ò  She said, 

ñWhat they find is usually by 

word of mouth as to what is hap-

pening to these people.ò I asked 

her if they keep stats on the peo-

ple in the shelter, she said, ñThat 

it is a very difficult thing to do 

with these people. However, 

they keep track of everyone who 

comes into the shelter and the 

times they were there, and for 

those individuals they are just 

not coming back.ò 

      She said ñ10% of the home-

less population in Utah and the 

population served at the shelter 

are chronically homeless. That is 

a different population that we 

are working with. 10% of them 

keep recycling because of severe 

medical conditions, severe men-

tal health conditions and/or drug 

and alcohol dependency. She 

said, ñAs you know, those things 

go together very nicely.ò 

     As part of the 2015 long term 

support initiative we have put 

chronic homeless housing units 

all around the Wasatch Front. 

We have Sunrise Metro that is 

operated by Salt Lake Housing 

Authority, Graceland Mary 

Manor, and The Road Home is 

responsible for managing the 

Palmer Court Manor, for singles 

as well as families. 

     She said, ñItôs really the 

chronic population thatôs holding 

back the issues of homelessness 

and that is what they are trying to 

fix right now. Thatôs why there is 

a plan to have everyone placed 

into housing by 2015.ò 

     She says ñIf theyôre not work-

ing we encourage them to gain 

access to all the other facilities 

that help with homelessness is-

sues;  The 4th Street Clinic, Cath-

olic Community Services, and 

Workforce Services that will help 

train and equip them for work.ò 

     Ashley said ñWhat weôre see-

ing is a very small population 

compared to the population they 

serve at The Road Home.ò  It 

appears with the 10% chronic 

population there is just not 

enough services to help them with 

medications, counseling and the 

gamma of other needs required to 

help people on a permanent basis. 

     ñOur philosophy is no matter 

what your problems are, the best 

place to work them out is not in a 

homeless shelter, but it is in a 

home of their own.ò For instance 

at Palmer Court there is on-site 

case management, drug and alco-

hol treatment services, as well as, 

head  start will be moving their 

headquarters there at the begin-

ning of the school year.ò 

    For the chronic homeless they 

will need ongoing case manage-

ment for the rest of their lives. So 

that is what those who work with 

this population are trying to pro-

vide for these people, long term 

services.  But she said, ñWe find 

that most of the people the shelter 

serves just need temporary shelter 

services to get back on their feet.ò 

    I asked her ñWhat other facili-

ties were available to the resi-

dents; like cooking and showers?ò  

She said, ñFor those who have a 

room, the families have on-site 

cooking in the kitchen during the 

day.ò  There is room to store 

food, and a refrigerator to put 

their food in.ò  For our crisis fam-

ilies we donôt have enough stor-

age room for them to put food, 

but they can cook in the kitchen 

when they need to.ò She ex-

plained  that  the  Road   Home  

                      See HOME pg 13 
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homelessness is not just a 

housing problem, it is always 

a housing problem.'         

   I've been banging on about 

houselessness since the mid 

nineties (sorry Sabine) and 

I'm sure others were well be-

fore my little brain wrapped 

itself around the concept. I'd 

like to go further than Sabine 

and say Houselessness isn't 

just a better word - it's a sepa-

rate and different thing to 

homelessness. 

   Houselessness is a liberat-

ing word if we can use it to 

drag our thinking on shelter 

into one room and say O.K. if 

houselessness is one thing, 

and we strip the concept of 

shelter from the word home-

lessness... what is left for 

homelessness to cover if it no 

longer applies to needing 

shelter? 

   As I said earlier, let's  un-

derstand homelessness as an 

inadequate experience of 

connectedness with family 

and or community. 

   Question 1. What service 

providers focus on increasing 

people's experience of family 

and community connected-

ness? 

   Question 2. What service 

providers working with peo-

ple living on the streets focus 

on this issue? 

   Some of you may be think-
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ing óSo they just need some 

friends right? What's the big 

deal?' It's bigger than that. Liv-

ing on the margins of society 

and being on the outer and 

óseparate from' is a massive 

deal.  

   Someone living on the streets 

could have contact with 30 

plus people per week who are 

paid to have 

contact with 

them, but that 

isn't a genuine 

experience of 
connectedness. 

   Sitting in pub-

lic space they 

are ignored, feel 

invisible and 

unwelcome by 

the public. For 

anyone living on 

the streets the 

concept of not 

belonging to 

mainstream society is an en-

tirely logical conclusion. Liv-

ing on the streets every day 

there are so many responses 

and interactions that just rein-

force that negative. óYou don't 

belong with us.' 

   Shelter by itself is an ade-

quate response to houseless-

ness.   Further   ñwrap aroundô 

services are needed to address 

mental health, drug and alcohol 

abuse and all the other issues. 

But so many of these service 

providers overlook the need for 

connectedness. 

   The sector overlooks the 

need to gain social connected-

ness and doesn't understand 

how central it is to alleviating 

óhomelessness.' 

   If you are a service provider, 

how could your current offer-

ing be added to so you re-

sponded more directly to the 

lack of connectedness with 

family and community that 

people living on the streets ex-

perience? 

    

HOUSELESS pg 3 
   You know how you hear on 

the news "A family is home-

less tonight after their house 

in suburb óx'  caught fire and 

despite fire fighter's efforts it 

was completely destroyed." 

   They aren't homeless! That 

family still has each other and 

all their social connectedness 

and contacts are still intact. A 

building was destroyed, noth-

ing more. Ok, so they are 

houseless. They need shelter. 

But come on folks, they aren't 

homeless! The difference 

between that family and 

someone living on the streets 

is the level of connectedness 

they experience. 

   Misunderstanding home-

lessness and not even being 

aware of the difference to 

houselessness lets so many 

service providers down - and 

the people they serve. 

   Shelters should sit with the 

concept of houselessness and 

realize that is what they are 

responding to and the busi-

ness they are in - providing 

shelter to houseless people. 

   While it wasn't the first ap-

plication of the word house-

lessness... when the U.N. 

started using the word back in 

2000, I thought a lot more 

service providers would catch 

on. Sabine Springer, a re-

searcher at the United Na-

tions Centre for Human Set-

tlements  wrote: 

"Homelessness: A proposal 

for a Global Definition and 

Classification." (sorry can't 

find the full text online any-

more - drop a link in the com-

ments section if you can and 

I'll add the link in here). 

   Sabine pointed to the fact 

that homelessness is a term 

burdened with many possible 

meanings. The U.N., in its 

data collection and research 

efforts, then started to use the 

term "houselessness" instead. 

Because she said - óWhile 

CITY pg 8 
Example: Got a soup kitch-

en? Roster a group of volun-

teers on to sit and eat with 

your guests and get to know 

them, not just dish out the 

food "Hi - here you go - 

next." 

    Essentially, this family is 

still homeless.ò  

   Sometimes the journey to 

and from New York is 

quick. Justin Little and Eu-

genia Martin, both 20, owed 

back rent on their apartment 

in Fayetteville, N.C., so they 

came to New York on Satur-

day with their 5-month-old, 

Inez. They planned to stay in 

shelters while they looked 

for jobs, and went straight to 

the intake center.  

   Then relatives of Mr. Lit-

tle, who worked at a tele-

phone center serving insur-

ance customers, scraped up 

enough money to pay their 

back rent, and homeless ser-

vices workers confirmed that 

his mother would be around 

to help. By Monday night, 

they were waiting outside 

Gate 73 at the Port Authority 

Bus Terminal to board their 

7:15 p.m. Greyhound to 

Greensboro.  

   ñWe were going to come 

here and then find work, you 

know, because thereôs al-

ways work in New York,ò 

Ms. Martin said, as Inez 

bounced on her knee.  

   Mr. Little said, ñOnce we 

found out we could keep our 

apartment, there was no 

point in staying here, be-

cause I can go back to my 

job in North Carolina.ò  

Delay is the  

Deadliest 

form of  

Denial 

http://www.unhabitat.org
http://www.unhabitat.org
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Hard Luck 

and Hope:  
Residents of a downtown apart-

ment building share their lives on 

film, canvas  

             (Real Change News) 

              Cydney Gillis 

            December 8, 2008 
                

   Itôs been a long trip out of 

misery for Debbie Posey, 47, 

and nine other residents of the 

Frye Hotel who retell their sto-

ries for the multimedia project 

ñTruth Sessionsò. Today, Deb-

bie draws Social Security disa-

bility and lives in a tiny, top-

floor studio at the building, 

where she has had a unique 

chance to tell her story. 

   Filmmaker David Guilbault 

set out to retell Poseyôs story 

in ñsearingly honestò fashion, 

and found that she and her 

neighbors in the low-income 

building ñhave hopes and 

dreams and desires like we all 

do.ò 

   Debbie Posey had already 

won a wall full of medals and 

trophies the year that she tried 

out for the Olympic swim 

team. She was a natural, her 

high school coach told her, 

but, at 16, he cautioned, she 

was a bit old to start Olympic 

competition. 

   Posey didnôt make the cut 

and her father, the chief of po-

lice where she grew up in 

Glendora, Calif., decided her 

swimming days were over. He 

came into her room, she says, 

and took down every medal 

and every trophy that sheôd  

ever won. 

   It wasnôt the worst abuse 

her father had inflicted, but 

she knew ñit was the end of 

us,ò she says. That same year, 

ñI started rebelling,ò she says. 

ñI started smoking pot, got 

pregnant and hitchhiked up 

here to live with an aunt.ò 

   Now 47, Posey sits on a 

couch inside the dining room 

of Seattleôs Frye Apartments 

speaking haltingly of her life 

since then ï the four children, 

two abusive husbands and 

years spent with a boyfriend 

on the streets of Tacoma, 

where she prostituted herself 

for heroin and the Little Deb-

bie cookies that she bought  

instead of food. 

   That, Posey says, was a 

world away and a lifetime 

ago. Six years ago, she got 

into a methadone program 

and, two years ago, moved 

into the Frye, a palatial old 

hotel on Yesler Way, the 

original Skid Road. The 

building offers low rent to the 

poor and disabled and, for 

many like Posey, a critical 

step off the street. Today, she 

draws Social Security disabil-

ity and lives in a tiny, top-

floor studio at the building, 

where she has had a unique 

chance to tell her story. 

   Last year, a filmmaker who 

lives in a building next door 

to Frye posted a notice invit-

ing residents to share their 

thoughts on videotape. The 

result is ñTruth Sessions: 

Insights on the Common 

Struggles of Life,ò an exhibit 

that presents Posey and nine 

other Frye tenants in video, 

photographs and painted por-

traits created by three resi-

dents of the Tashiro-Kaplan, 

two buildings that were ren-

ovated to create artist lofts in 

2004 and, like the Frye, are  

designated low-income.. 

   Itôs no accident that docu-

mentary filmmaker David 

Guilbault came up with pro-

ject, which is on display 

through December at the 

Tashiro-Kaplanôs Corridor 

Gallery. In 2002, Guilbault 

says, he was homeless for 

three months. Heôd left a job 

as a producer at a Seattle 

news website and thought he 

would just go back to his old 

field, TV news. But, after a 

year and a half of searching 

for a job, he ran out of mon-

ey. 

   One day, ñI went to social 

services and said, óIôve got 

$5 in my pocket and no-

where to go,ôò he says, ñso 

they gave me a list of 

(shelters).ò One of them was 

Queen Anneôs Aloha Inn, 

where a roommate told him 

he was meant to tell the story  

of the homeless. 

   ñFade to black,ò Guilbault 

says. ñA few years later, Iôm 

living here at the Tashiro and 

all around me are homeless 

and low-income people, and 

Iôm saying Iôm supposed 

to  

be doing this story.ò 

    In July of 2007, he vide-

otaped what were original-

ly 11 interviews (one per-

son only wanted to talk 

only about ghosts at the 

Frye, he says), recruiting 

photographer Doug Vann 

and painter Keven Furiya 

to capture the residents, 

along with composer Andy 

Zadrony to score a 30-

minute edit of the inter-

views that Guilbault hopes 

at some point to show on 

local television.Unlike his 

journalistic work, which 

includes a documentary 

heôs finishing on HIV/

AIDS and African-

Americans, Guilbault says 

he took an artistic ap-

proach to the Frye project. 

   ñI wanted to be searingly 

honest about who they 

are,ò he says, then ñshow 

what we all might have in 

common through their sto-

ries and, thirdly, to have 

some sense of hope. They 

have hopes and dreams 

and desires like we all do.ò 

   Honesty he got: One 

night out on the strip, Pos-

ey recalls, her daughter 

Sarah turned up with a 

new baby grandchild to 

show her ð ñbefore you 

die,ò Posey remembers 

Sarah saying. Her daughter 

told her that all she had to 

do to find her was drive to 

Tacoma and ask where the  

junkies hang out. 

       See HOPE pg 12 
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approach when it comes to giv-

ing the homeless or formerly 

home less opportunities with the 

paper.  

  Making Change, a street paper 

in Santa Monica, Calif., relies on 

homeless or formerly homeless 

individuals to publish issues.  

     ñWe havenôt published regu-

larly and thatôs because Iôm not 

homeless and Iôm not the voice 

of homelessness,ò said Moira 

LaMountain, business manager 

of Making Change. ñUnless the 

newspaper is published by some-

one whoôs homeless or formerly 

homeless, it doesnôt get pub-

lished.ò  

     A street newspaper gives the 

homeless credibility and a sense 

of validation by having them 

take part in a business, said Jen-

nafer Yellowhorse, editor of 

Making Change. She also can 

relate   to   the   people   she   has  

worked with. 

     ñI started the paper in the 

back of my truck when I was 

living in my truck,ò Yellowhorse 

said.  Besides continuously look-

ing for contributors and volun-

teers, some papers have to work 

with a tight monthly budget.  

   ñWe donôt know month to 

month if that money is going to 

be there,ò confessed Tasha 

French, director of The Contrib-

utor in Nashville. ñMy immedi-

ate goal is that we get our non-

profit status and get sogrants so 

that this paper is sustainable. 

This paper becomes sustainable 

where itôs going to stay around, 

regardless  of   whether   $100  is  

there or not.ò 

     Papers also take the time to 

train vendors before they sell in 

the   streets.   Training    includes 

teaching policies on etiquette, 

showing vendors where they can 

sell and explaining how to inter-

act with police officers.  

   One of the main goals for street 

newspapers is to elicit conversa-

tions between vendors and pedes-

trians.  

   ñThere are some people that 

walk right by you and act like 

youôre a ghost, that you donôt 

exist,ò said Valdez, the vendor 

with the Denver VOICE. Howev-

er, he also explained that many 

people have walked by and have 

given him multiple donations.  

     ñI hear from customers where 

they didnôt want to give this per-

son a chance,ò said French, of 

The Contributor. ñOnce they read 

the paper, they changed their 

mind about this whole interac-

tion. Those are huge moments.ò  

About once a month, French will 

hear from a customer about how 

the paper positively changed his 

or   her   cynical  opinion   of  the  

homeless vendor. 

   That simple interaction is 

sometimes considered more im-

portant than actually reading the 

content of the newspaper. Tom 

Wills, director of vending for The 

Contributor, said whether people 

read the paper or not, they get the 

experience of conversing with the 

homeless. 

   ñYou really canôt get to know 

homelessness without getting to 

know homeless people,ò Wills 

said. ñYou canôt really get to 

know poverty if you donôt know 

someone experiencing it or expe-

riencing it yourself.ò 

   People who volunteer at street 

papers also tend to volunteer at 

local homeless coalitions and 

shelters. Pam Cordray, who 

works at the Salt Lake City 

Mission, is also working to put 

together the first issues of the 

Salt Lake Street News. She 

hopes that people will treat the 

Salt Lake City homeless differ-

ently once this paper is pub-

lished. ñThey treat them (the 

homeless) less than human,ò 

Cordray said ñThat breaks my 

heart, too. People are people and 

we all have needs. We are all 

Godôs children.ò 
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    Today, Posey has a corner 

perch at the very top of the Frye 

ð its 11th-floor annex ð with a 

skylight and a portal window 

through which she  

 can look all the way up Third 

Avenue. But she hopes that she 

and her boyfriend, who is living 

with her again after doing six 

years in prison for robbery, can 

one day get a place of their own 

away from the action: Just a step 

outside the marble floors of the 

Fryeôs lobby, Posey says, drug 

dealers work the streets, and she 

has had relapses. 

      So has 28-year-old Mar-

shawn Woods, who moved into 

the Frye in February, he says, 

after years of denying his prob-

lems with alcohol and anger. 

Like Posey, Woods had a diffi-

cult home life: his mother drank 

and moved the family around, 

creating instability and a con-

stant state of emotional siege. He 

too, left home at 16, living at 

first with relatives, then on his 

own. After coming to Seattle in 

2005, he says he eventually 

couch-surfed his way to the 

Compass Center, a Pioneer 

Square shelter where he started 

getting his life together. 

     For years, he says, he blamed 

his mother for his problems. But 

after her death last year, ñI real-

ized it was all me,ò says Woods, 

who works as a theater usher and 

hopes to get financial aid for 

college.  

     ñShe was responsible for our 

situation being bad, but she was-

nôt  in  school  with  me  messing  

up,ò he says.  

   Robert Byrd came to the Frye 

two and a half years ago after 

back surgery and, later, blood 

clots in his lungs that caused 

pneumonia and nearly took the 

58-year-oldôs life. 

     Itôs a life, the cool and col-

lected Byrd says over a cup of 

coffee at the Frye, that he feels 

heôs wasted so far, but isnôt over 

yet. 

     Byrd started out in New Jer-

sey, where his father was a den-

tist who owned a fine home and 

drove a Cadillac. He was also 

abusive. When he started beating 

on Byrdôs younger brother, his 

mother took the children and 

returned to her hometown in 

Tacoma. 

     At 16, Byrd says, he and a 

friend took a summer vacation to 

Mexico and ended up making 

one marijuana deal that turned 

into a life of drug dealing. He 

left home a year later and, at one 

point, he says, he was clearing 

$300,000 a month, had eight 

aliases and owned three homes: a 

house on Mercer Island, a condo  

in  Hawaii,  and  a flat in  

New York. 

     He eventually lost it all and 

did time. Today, heôs focused on 

trying to pass the civil service 

exams required to get on with the  

Census Bureau.  

     ñI look at it as a lot of squan-

dered potential and brainpower,ò 

Byrd says of his past life and the 

shame he brought on his mother, 

a schoolteacher and later princi-

pal in Seattle. ñI could have been 

a poster child for doing all the 

right things and I was a poster 

child for doing all the wrong 

things,ò  he says. 

But, as Byrd reflects in his video, 

ñLife is just one big learning 

process, one big learning jour-

ney,ò he says. ñItôs one thing to 

always have it good, but itôs an-

other thing when stuff goes south 

on you.ò The question is, he 

says, ñDo you have the ability to 

pick yourself up and move on?ò  
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the affects of the economy on 

people.  In the winter the over-

flow shelter is open in Midvale. 

     She said, ñThat most of the 

families they have been helping 

have usually fallen behind in 

their rent or mortgage and they 

just need some help with rental 

assistance.  So they guide them 

to the proper resources available 

to help them.ò 

     The Road Home has transi-

tional housing all over the Wa-

satch Front that they own or are 

in cooperation with the facility 

managers. There are 700 individ-

uals in transitional housing wait- 

ing for section 8 to come 

through. She said this can take up 

to 4 years just because there is 

such a high demand for housing 

and the bureaucracy is a slow 

process.ò 

   The families can stay in the 

shelter all day. The single wom-

en and men have to leave at 

7:30am and can come back at 

4:30pm. They have to leave so 

early because Ashley said, ñMost 

of them have jobs to go to, thatôs 

the population we serve.ò 

     If someone wants to help, 

here are some ways for you do 

so: we need ongoing volunteers 

assessed.  As far as getting a 

job, the shelter becomes the 

liaison between workforce ser-

vices and them. The person(s) 

may need mental health care 

and the shelter works with their 

partnering agencies to get help 

in that area.  Someone may 

have drug and/or alcohol prob-

lems.  So they get people into 

counseling, detox, and random 

urine analysis. As people begin 

to show progress they want to 

get back on their feet and that is 

when the shelter will start the 

application process for housing 

assistance. In many cases most 

of our clients are not aware of 

the services available to them. 

So they are explained as to 

what is available for them to 

help get their lives back on 

track. 

      If they have special needs 

they will be placed where those 

needs can be met. Everyone is 

assessed when they come in 

through the intake office. Eve-

rybody is held accountable in 

some way. There is always case 

management available to any-

one who wants or needs it. 

      She said, ñThe majority of 

their clients are the working 

poor and a population of veter-

ans thatôs getting help from 

them. The problem is that most 

of the people do not possess the 

skills they need to advance in a 

job. Theyôre not making 

enough money to meet the ris-

ing costs of rent. So they are 

not able to save enough money 

for when a serious medical 

condition comes up so every-

thing is going to that need and 

they lose their home and have 

to move into the shelter.ò  

There are people from many 

walks of life that have been 

quests at The Road Home. 

HOME pg 9 
itself doesnôt provide regular 

food services for their  clients,  

however  she schedules groups 

that bring in meals to serve in 

whichever part of the shelter 

they choose; family, women, 

or men, sometimes all of them. 

For the menôs and womenôs 

shelter they have self-suffiency 

programs, if they have a job or 

are collecting SSI, or SSDA.  

Ashley says, ñThey want to be 

case managed and need to be 

as well.ò  Usually, because 

their job is late in the evening 

or graveyard they are sleeping 

during the day and so miss out 

on the times the soup kitchens 

are serving so they are allowed 

access to a kitchen during the 

evening. 

   There are bathroom and 

shower facilities for anyone 

who whatôs to use them. 

I asked her if there has been an 

increase in families lately.  She 

said, ñThere has been a 52% 

increase this year from last 

year and the majority of that 

has been with families. That is 

why they have opened up the 

crisis center in the summer of 

2007 because they were seeing 

SALT   LAKE   STREET  NEWS 

to help in the childrenôs book 

club on Tuesday and Thursday 

nights in the childrenôs play-

room.  We also have volunteer 

shifts during the week to work at 

the front desk to help direct visi-

tors to the shelter and the re-

sources available to them. There 

are group activities for those 

who want to prepare a meal and 

bring it in, there are donation 

drives and housing projects to 

help maintain the yards of the 

property they are in charge of. 

     I asked Ashley about the 

rewards she has experienced 

since working at the shelter.  

She stated, ñThis is the kind 

of place where you want to 

see people leave and itôs 

good when they leave. The 

ñcoolestò success was last 

year when the longest stay 

for a family had been 6 

months, weôve been able to 

cut that to 3 months due to 

the aggressive push weôve 

put on housing.ò  Another 

success is seeing their single 

population leave before their 

90 days were up. Also, 

Palmer Court is a tremen-

dous success and between 

the years of homelessness 

for the singles who have moved 

into the housing unit, over 200 

years if homelessness has ended. 

     There are individuals that the 

shelter sees a lot of and gets to 

know them but unfortunately 

they pass away. She said, ñWe 

let everyone know about their 

passing and try to remember all 

those who have passed away by 

holding a vigil for them every 

year. 

     If someone needs to come 

into  the  shelter  with the desires  

of    becoming    self  -  sufficient  

there are many different pro-

grams to help with this. Starting 

with the families who are indi-

vidually case managed which 

means their individual needs are 
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homeless veterans  ð most of 

whom are 50 and older ð 

whoôve been discharged from 

inpatient psychiatric hospitals. 

They can stay for 45 days 

while social workers help 

them secure an income  and 

find somewhere to live perma-

nently. 

     But that last step depends 

mostly on outside stocks of 

affordable and case-managed 

housing, which has grown 

increasingly scarce. 

     ñI find itôs really difficult 

to get people in housing,ò 

Burroughs says. ñThere are 

bottlenecks to people moving 

on.ò 

     Burroughs says it usually 

takes about three months to 

find someone a spot in hous-

ing ð twice as long as theyôre 

allowed to stay at the transi-

tional housing unit. What hap-

pens in between?  ñI 

donôt sleep at night,ò 

Burroughs said.  

     Rick Stoller, who 

directs the Harbor 

Light shelter, has no-

ticed the same effect. 

Veterans and their fam-

ilies can stay at Harbor 

Light, which is funded 

by the VAôs Per Diem 

program, for up to nine 

months, but even that 

isnôt always enough 

time. 

     ñItôs becoming increasing-

ly difficult to find appropriate 

affordable housing for folks, 

because everyoneôs looking 

for it,ò Stoller says. 

     To relieve that problem, 

the VA could try to build 

more of its own housing, Bur-

roughs says ð maybe even 

train veterans to build it them-

selves ð but that hasnôt hap-

pened yet.  ñTheyôve been in 

the homeless business, but 

they donôt really want to be in 

the housing business,ò he 

says.  

     Stevenson  is a few months  

away from leaving Harbor  

     Light. He wants to stay 

downtown, because itôs the area 

he knows and he needs access 

to public transportation, but if 

there isnôt space he might have 

to move out farther. Heôs look-

ing forward to moving into his 

own place, but he knows there  

will be challenges. 

   ñOnce I move out, itôll be a 

lot more responsibility on me,ò 

Stevenson says. ñItôs like leav-

ing your parentsô home all over 

again.ò 

     Even since January, Bur-

roughs says heôs seen many 

veterans whoôve lost their jobs 

or their homes, so he thinks the 

number who become homeless 

will continue to rise. But what 

about the next generation of 

veterans? Will they hit the 

streets in the same numbers as 

they come home, or 30 years  

down the line? 

   Coming home to a job short 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

age is a challenge, Burroughs 

says, but this administration is 

pushing funding for veterans 

that he hopes will take care of 

them before they reach a crisis 

point. 

     ñI think we do a better job of 

prevention,ò Burroughs says. 

ñWeôre building on years and 

years of past mistakes.ò 

   Dr. Sardo, the VA psycholo-

gist, says Iraq and Afghanistan 

veterans are prioritized for 

mental health services so they 

can get treatment before their 

issues become chronic. But 

what effect that will have is still 

uncertain. 

       

ñIf we intervene early,ò  Sardo 

asks, ñwill it make a difference? 

    ñIf we get them services in 

the field ... will we not have the 

kinds of problems and the rates 

of problems that weôre having 

in our older veterans now?  

   For the men outside the Glis-

an Street Shelter, just as im-

portant as services are the atti-

tudes that come along with 

them. Many Vietnam-era veter-

ans still sting from the reception 

they received as soldiers  return-

ing f rom  a  hugely unpopular 

war. 

   ñYou come back, and youôre 

almost looked down upon,ò said 

Larry, the unemployed Marine 

Corps veteran. ñThey used to 

spit on us. They donôt spit on 

you anymore, but (being a vet-

eran) doesnôt get you any-

where.ò  

     Tyrone Brown puts it more 

succinctly: ñTheyôre bringing 

them back with a heroôs wel-

come (now). I didnôt even get a 

m-f drumroll... They wonder 

why weôre alcoholics. Come 

on.ò 

     Phil Ogle, 50, is a peacetime         

  Marine Corps veteran who 

became homeless after his di-

vorce three years ago and just 

started staying at the shelter. He 

worries that younger veterans 

could face the same resentment 

older ones did, and that would 

compound any problems they 

have. 

     ñThis was another unpopular 

war like Vietnam was, and 

theyôre coming back,ò Ogle 

says. ñWe should all do our part 

to welcome vets back, and may-

be there wonôt be so many 

homeless vets.ò  

     Ogle says veterans should 

make the most of the VA sys-

tem, which has sent him 

through drug treatment and will 

hopefully help him take classes 

in the fall. He wants to become 

a social worker. 

     ñI canôt wait to be doing 

something ð to get to square 

one,ò Ogle says. ñThis is square 

one, actually. Square two, 

square three is getting a home.ò 
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     Hang-on what? House-

lessness? Does that mean 

there are óHouseless People?' 

How are they different to 

óHomeless People?' 

   If I define Houselessness 

as óan inadequate experience 

of shelter,' (tangible) and the 

simple way of fixing that 

was to provide adequate 

shelter... how many 

óhomeless people' would be 

left if we just provided ade-

quate housing for the house-

less?  

     There would still be some 

people whose experience 

wasn't just an inadequate 

experience of shelter, a great 

majority of them actually. 

     Why? Because home-

lessness is so much more 

than an inadequate experi-

ence of shelter. If fact shel-

ter has absolutely nothing 

to do with homelessness. 

     I define Homelessness as 

óan inadequate experience of 

connectedness with family  

and or community 

(intangible). A very big swag 

of housed people experience 

this loneliness and isolation 

also. 

 See HOUSELESS pg 10 
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 5 Food and clothing are easier 
to find than a safe place to sleep

--the first truth of homelessness 

is sleep deprivation. Always 

have a blanket. Whenever pos-

sible, sleep in groups with stag-

gered schedules, so you can 

look out for one another, priori-

tizing children's needs over 

those of adults. 

     6   Know    your      rights!  

Knowing   constitutional   a- 

mendments  and  legal prece- 

dents and human rights provi-

sions can help you, even if 

they're routinely violated. In 

New York, for example, a 2003 

court-or   dered 
settlement 
strictly 

forbids 

se-

lective  

enforce-

ment  of  the 

law against the 

homeless.  

7 Learn police patterns and 

practices. Be polite and calm to 

cops, even when they don't give 

the same respect.    Support     

initiatives demanding independ-

ent police accountability. Link 

with groups from overlapping 

populations of non-homeless 

and homeless people groups 

that are fighting police brutality 

and building non-police safety 

projects. Organize your own 

Cop Watch and photograph, 

videotape and publicize instanc-

es of police abuse. .  

 8 The First Amendment pro-

tects your right to solicit aid 

(panhandling), especially if 

your pitch or sign is a statement 

rather than a request. To suc-

ceed, be creative, funny, engag-

ing ("I didn't get a bailout!"). 

Find good, high-traffic spots 

where the police won't bother 

you.  

 9 Housing is a human right! 

Squat. Forge coalitions with 

non-homeless but potentially 

displaced people in this era of 

mass foreclosures. Learn about 

campaigns against homeless-

ness. 

 10 Don't go it alone! Always 

be part of an informal network 

of trust and mutual aid. Start 

your own organization, with 

homeless people themselves 

shaping the fight for a better 

life and world. Check out the 

Picture the Homeless Blog for 

news, updates and reports. 
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Often times that means being 

exposed to hard drugs like crack 

cocaine or heroin. Itôs not hard to 

find. 

   At Street Roots, we call it liv-

ing on both sides of the gun. On 

one side are the drug dealers and 

the drugs themselves, and on the 

other side are inhumane laws 

targeting homeless folks. 

      We tend to believe that if a 

vendor is using after selling  

Street Roots, itôs better than the 

alternative. They are not stealing 

from anyone to get their fix and 

they donôt have to hustle any-

thing other  than  paper  to  be on 

the up and up. 

    It may seem twisted, but we 

would rather be able to engage a 

vendor who is using on a day-to-

day basis than have that person 

be shoplifting or breaking into 

somebodyôs car to get money for 

a fix. (Such stories were high-

lighted in Tye Doudyôs award 

winning column called Addictôs 

Almanac that ran in Street Roots 

in 2008n dealing with a hardcore 

addiction has the opportunity to 

be influenced by other vendors 

and staff in a positive way, while 

having to maintain the discipline  

of selling the newspaper. 

   We also encourage people to 

deal with their feelings and emo-

tions by expressing themselves 

through art, poetry and opinion 

pieces in the paper. We also en-

gage folks on the resources that 

do exist for help. Itôs more or 

less a harm reduction approach. 

    Do we always get it right? No. 

One Street Roots vendor and 

dear friend died of a heroin over-

dose in our doorway. Did we 

enable that person or not do 

enough? Should we have not 

allowed  him  to  sell  papers?   It  

weighs on our minds. 

   On the flipside, dozens of ven-

dors have gone from using to 

getting clean and sober while 

with the newspaper and with 

the help of our friends in the 

region. 

   What we do know is that the 

vast majority of our vendors 

use the money made from sell-

ing Street Roots to better  

their lives. 

   A handful of vendors with 

either criminal and/or eviction 

records pool their money every 

week for hotel rooms. Some 

use the money to buy organic 

food they canôt find at many 

services. Some buy bike trailers 

and adequate camping gear. 

Others use the money to sup-

plement  medical  costs  or  to  

rent a studio apartment. 

   So, are we honest 

with the public at 

Street Roots 

about drugs  

and   alcohol?   

We    be- 

lieve so. 

   For every 

person 

dealing 

with an 

addiction 

on the 

streets, itôs 

a different 

road. For 

some people it 

takes a day to 

climb up the 

mountain, for others 

a week or month or 

possibly even a lifetime. 

   At the end of the day, without 

an adequate health care system, 

a supportive social network and 

ultimately a will to live, itôs all 

for naught. Street Roots does 

its best and can never in good 

faith turn our backs on those 

who may be walking a thin red 

line. Itôs a conversation that 

must continue. 

No Matter How Dark the Moment, 

Love and Hope Are Always Possi-




