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11-Year-Old Creates Law to Help
the Hungry

by Kathryn Hawkins.
Posted on January 17 2008 Filed under Heroes

Because of a state law, Florida restaurants were wasting thousands of
pounds of food that could otherwise be donated to hungry and homeless
people. But that's about to change -- thanks to the work of 11-year-old
Jack Davis.

Restaurant kitchens are full of delicious dishes — huge vats of spa-
ghetti in meat sauce, lasagnas, pizzas, loaves of bread, and so much
more. Sure, the owners sell what they can to people like you and me,
who’ll happily pay ten bucks for a plate of pasta — but in many U.S.
states, including Florida, when the kitchen closes, everything that hasn’t
been sold just gets tossed out with the trash.11-year-old Jack Davis was- |
n’t a fan of the policy, which is due to a law stating that restaurants can
be sued if the food makes anyone sick, no matter whether it is sold in the |
restaurant or simply given away.

“I thought it pretty disturbing to see pounds, pretty much, of food be-
ing thrown away every single day,” he told ABC News. So he decided to
do something about it.

x The young activist knew that if he could get rid
of that pesky law, restaurants would be free to
\ donate their leftover food to homeless shelters
\ and other needy people. He asked his father to
| help him get the word out to Florida legislators,
' but Jack’s mother, Yasmin Davis, was doubtful
~ that anything would come of it.

“I tried to protect him a little bit and said, ‘You
know, chances are nothing is going to happen.
These people get a lot a mail—a lot of e-mails—
and you are just an 11 year old,” she told ABC.

But to everyone’s surprise, State Senator Nan Rich fell in love with the
idea — and was extremely impressed by its source.

“I was very excited to hear an 11-year-old would be doing something
like this,” he said. “It’s exciting that he, at such a young age, will make
such a big difference in the lives of a lot of people.”

Now, Jack’s bright idea is on the fast track to becoming a state law,
which means that restaurants will be free to hand out their leftovers with
no fear of lawsuits. Thanks to his work, thousands
of hungry people around Florida will have access to delicious food that
would otherwise be wasted.

And for someone so young, he’s got some great words of wisdom for
the rest of us.

“If you think there’s a problem in the world,” Jack said, “you don’t wait

< -

for other people to fix it. You have to try to fix it yourself.”

Our Mission
Salt Lake Street News is a nonprofit newspaper geared
towards people experiencing homelessness and poverty
right now. By validating their reality, through infor-
mation, advocacy, and self-expression we will overcome
ignorance and create opportunity for real change not
spare change.

Father “Dollar Bill” Hands

Out Money to
Homeless on Skid
Row

Skid Row, there's not much to hope for -- ex-
" cept on Sundays.

That's when Father Maurice Chase, better known as Father Dol-
lar Bill, hands out thousands of dollars in cash to the people who
need it most outside of the local Salvation Army. Some people
receive single dollar bills, others receive $20s, and some receive
as much as $100.

"The Lord tells me who needs it most," Chase told the LA Daily
News.

Father Chase, now 90 years old, has spent every Sunday helping
the people of Skid Row for more than 24 years, and estimates
that he has given out more than $100,000 over the years. The
money comes from his Skid Row Charities Fund, which has re-
ceived donations from celebrities including Barbara Streisand.

He was inspired on his mission by a long-ago encounter with
Mother Theresa. "She told me, 'Touch the poor," Chase told the
Daily News. "And, every Sunday, | touch the poor."

Although Chase is getting up there in years, he plans to continue
doing his weekly meetings with the poor for as long as he possibly
can.

"There's a greater joy in giving than receiving," he told NPR's
Weekend Edition. "I'm just giving, giving, giving. I'm not bragging
about it, I'm just telling you what makes me happier than any
priest in the United States."
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When people approach you to ask for money, sometimes they really need help.
But in most cases, they are not homeless.

Many panhandiers use the money you gve them to fuel addictions and other

self-destructive behaviars. fyen small donations can help to create significant pOgrams

to help people in need. Social service organizations In Salt Lake City provide SeVIces L}

people who find themselves in need, but they can't do it without your suppart. Instead of

giving spare change to panhandlers, please con sider making 3 geReOUs donation of money

or time to the community oganzations dedicated to SOMPg problems and helping the homeless.




